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Community invests in sustainable house
After months of eﬀort, the
Nimbin community has
secured 7 Sibley Street for the
proposed Sustainability House
project.
But the purchase is
dependant on ﬁnding another
$100,000 by the end of this
year to pay back a $145,000
bridging loan provided by a
community member.
The purchase builds on
Nimbin’s 30-year history of
acquiring its own property
for community purposes
at a time when local and
State governments are
divesting themselves of
public assets, according to
Nimbin Neighbourhood and
Information Centre team
leader, Natalie Mayer.
“The Sustainability House
concept was the key visionary
idea to emerge from the
Sustainable Nimbin planning
day held in June last year,”
Natalie said.
“It has the potential to
tie together the many goals
of the Sustainable Nimbin
Community Plan.”
The project involves
planning, designing and
developing a multi-purpose
community building and
landscape that demonstrates
sustainable design and
technologies. It will bring
together many aspects

of Nimbin’s sustainable
community initiatives and
provide a marketing and
economic platform for local
sustainability projects and
businesses.
Natalie said the ﬁrst and
biggest hurdle was always
going to be the securing of a
suitable site for the project at
an aﬀordable cost.
She described the last six
months as ‘a nail-biting roller
coaster ride’ for the teams at
the Neighbourhood Centre
and the Nimbin Community
Centre, involving negotiations
with Lismore City Council,
many meetings, and several
rival bids on the property.
Now a generous community
member has provided bridging
ﬁnance of $145,000 to secure
the purchase. But this was
only possible due to the many
community members who
pledged donations and gave the
ﬁnancer conﬁdence that their
loan will be repaid.
“Both the community
ﬁnancer and the Community
Centre have taken on
considerable risk to enable the
purchase of the site. We owe
it to them to raise the funds
to repay it quickly as possible,”
Natalie said.
“The loan will be interest
free until December 2012
and our aim is to repay the
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Committee members celebrate the
exchange of contracts on the property.

Elspeth Jones’ concept drawing
loan by then.
“Community members
have already pledged around
$45,000 to the purchase and
we are now calling for these to
be honoured.
“But a further $100,000
needs to be raised by
December 2012. There is
no real possibility that any
external funding will be found
to repay the loan so it’s up to
us, Nimbinites, to raise this
money ourselves.
“We need 100 people with
$1000, or 200 people with
$500 or 400 people with
$250... and so on. Of course
all donations are very welcome,
no matter what amount.”
The Nimbin Community
Centre has agreed to hold title
to the site and give the NNIC
a secure long-term lease. This
will enable the NNIC to focus
on ﬁnding funds to get the
project started.
While securing further
funds to develop the
Sustainability House itself
options are being explored
to use the existing building
to generate income and
contribute towards the loan

repayments.
The Nimbin Neighbourhood
and Information Centre
is planning a series of
community consultations to
gather more detail and interest
in the project and to establish
a working group to guide it to
fruition.
The ﬁrst of these will be
a Community Forum on
Saturday 16th June between
2pm and 4pm at the Nimbin
Town Hall.
Donations can be deposited
into the Summerland Credit
Union, BSB 728-728, Nimbin
Community Centre account
number 2229 0728. (on-line
three letter key is: NIM).
Please include your name,
and either ‘anon’ or ‘public’
in the reference. The
Neighbourhood Centre will
track all deposits and the loan
balance and report back via
our website and regular NGT
column.
For more info or if you
are interested in joining the
Working Group visit www.
nnic.org.au or else drop into the
Nimbin Neighbourhood and
Information Centre.
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