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Ka huna Massage, Remedial Massage, Bone and Joint Massage

Pregnancy Massage, Relaxation Massage,
Polynesian floor work and stretching,
Guided 1:1 Conscious Connected Breathwork sessions

£ callJaz 0431111 792

who wanted the hubcaps.

the hubcaps.

LOCALLY

resurrection! The original sound
sculpture on Nimbin's Rainbow

Walk was attacked by a thief

They struck at night with a bag to
carry off the loot. Probably wearing a
balaclava to remain anonymous.

A new set of hubcaps now is in place
so the general public can have a go.

This was a collaborative effort. Neil
drilled the holes to reduce the value of

Pauline and Barry installed them,
tightening the wires, and I had the
arduous task of recording the process.

There was no cleaning or polishing
this time, hubcaps in their natural form

from the ladder.

The first sculpture lasted three
months... this time I'm aiming at three

Hubcaps sound sculpture marque 2

— rusty and dirty. The two tubular years.
gongs installed by Sam are still hanging

The structure can be used as a
history lesson of change... built-in
obsolescence... does a new electric car

have hubcaps?

SOURCED,
NEVER

Nimbin celebrates the festive season

DRY.

Smooth finishes, sunset timing, zero
stress door-to-door. Ride like the road
was made just for you. From Nimbin to
Brisbane and everywhere in between.

We'll be there, just say when +61 400 615 288

Nimbin
Limousines

Private drivers for local trips

Nimbin Youth: Powering into 2026

by Lisa Wickham

s 2025 came to a close, Nimbin
Youth received the most
incredible gift — a commuter bus

for our young people.

This generous gift has come from a
couple who wish to remain anonymous,
through their church. When thanked,
they humbly asked that gratitude be
directed not to them, but to God. We
honour this deeply and receive this
gift with open hearts and immense
gratitude.

This new Nimbin Youth Commuter
Bus means so much for our village.

It means access to programs, safe
transport, opportunities and support for
our young people. It allows us to show
up more consistently and reach young
people who may otherwise miss out.

Heading into 2026, this gift feels likea  much-needed tech gifted by community
turning point — a powerful step towards  members to our space.
sustainability and a stronger future for A spokesperson for the bank said,
Nimbin Youth and the young people of ~ “With up to 25 teens visiting daily,
Nimbin. access to technology really matters.

To those who made this possible — We're proud to support such a positive
thank you feels far too small. This bus and connected community group in the
will be cared for, respected and used heart of Nimbin.”
with purpose, and its impact will ripple Assistance in covering our rent and
through young lives for years to come. essential outgoings has been provided

Also in December, Summerland Bank  thanks to the Nimbin Hemp Embassy,
donated four near-new refurbished a few incredible local organisations and
laptop computers to add to alongside generous community members who have
countless computers, keyboards and quietly donated funds throughout the
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Coin-op Laundry
Open 7 days
Wash-dry-fold also avallable
nimbinvillagelaundry@gmail.com

0420-986-560

45 Cullen St, Nimbin

NWB

TRUCKING

Tipper & Water Truck Deliveries- Domestic & Civil

Water Deliveries - Gravel Deliveries
& Landscape Supplies

“Let us find the best product and price for you"

0491700105

nimbinwaterbearers@gmail.com

24/T SERVICES
LIC NO. 320695C

BARCOO PLUMBING

PLUMBING « DRAINAGE * GASFITTING

IAN HARDIE

0427 445 555

by Marty de Weerd

A festive feast, complete
with a visit from the big
man in red was again

GENERAL PLUMBING & MAINTENANCE « BLOCKED DRAINS
BATHROOM & KITCHEN RENOVATIONS « RAINWATER TANKS & PUMPS

ROOFING & GUTTERING + GAS INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS the highlight as Nimbin
ONSITE SEWERAGE SYSTEM DESIGN + HOT WATER SERVICES celebrated Christmas.
The popular annual

barcooplumbing@bigpond.com | barcooplumbingservices.com | 1 @ community Christmas

lunch, hosted by the

Nimbin Neighbourhood
and Information Centre in
the town hall, was held on
Friday 19th December, with
a wonderful turnout of over
200 community members
enjoying a hearty meal
before it was Santa’s time to
shine.

Arriving on a fire truck

and flanked by elves, he
showered the waiting crowd
of enthusiastic children with
lollies before hitting the
town hall stage to distribute
the highly anticipated
presents to about 50
children.

It was great to see so many
smiling faces with young,

old and every age in between
taking the opportunity to
enjoy the festivities.

This year’s event was
supported by many local
businesses making for some
spectacular raffle prizes and
a very impressive spread.

For more, see NNIC News p.12
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year. You know who you are, and we are
so so grateful.

If you'd like to sponsor or support
Nimbin Youth, please get in touch:
officc@nimbinyouth.org.au

We're meeting with Mayor Steve Krieg
this month to discuss possible funding
for Nimbin Youth. This feels like a
moment where Nimbin Youth may
finally be seen and heard for what it is —
a vital service in our community.

If you would like to write a support
letter for our upcoming meeting, please
get in touch. We'll be collating all letters
alongside our petition to share at our
meeting with the Mayor.

Nimbin Youth Space in the
Community Centre is open Wednesday
and Friday 3—6pm, Tuesday Study Day
9am-3pm and Tuesday 3.30-5.30pm
Dungeons & Dragons. For more info,
visit: www.nimbinyouth.org.au

My Rising Tide experience

by Laurie Axtens

A fierce unseasonal northerly
had pressed the flotilla of
inflatable kayaks into the
solid raft of human trucks
and paddles and pushed it
hard up against the shoreline.

In the middle of the Hunter
River channel, leading to the
world’s largest coal port, a
vast coal freighter was being
imperiously towed by three
tugs to the port, to fill its
hold with the fossil fuel most
responsible for our rapidly
changing climate.

Around the giant climate
killer, three black speed
boats, carrying a dozen or
so black-clothed and masked
police prowled.

A deep long ‘boo’ arose
from the kayak raft and the
thousands of protestors that
lined the foreshore. All up,
8000 protesters took part in
the Rising Tide protestival
in 2025, up on last year by
1000.

Suddenly the boo was
replaced by a resounding
cheer. Four knitting nannas
in a motorised dinghy and
ten or so swimmers had
pushed past the containment
buoys, sending the black
police shark boats into a tizz
as they rapidly deployed to
keep the channel open.

As the day progressed,
the harbour master closed
the channel and the arrests
started in some seriousness.
All up 150 arrests for a
range of offences, mostly for
breaking the Marine Safety
Act, were committed by our
courageous citizenry.

By the next day Greenpeace
had locked onto a coal

freighter, and spray-painted
its hull and hung a banner:
‘Phase out coal and gas’.

It's worth remembering
that what Rising Tide
is campaigning for isn't
anything more than what
the scientific community
has been arguing for, for a
number of decades.

A common criticism of
these actions is that they
don’t work. You only stop the
freighters for a few hours...
what’s the point?

It's important to remember
that direct action is only one
part of a complex campaign.
It is an important part that
brings media focus to the
reality of the climate crisis,
allows politicians to argue
for a more rapid transition
to renewables and just as
importantly it keeps the
general populous committed
to transitioning away from
fossil fuels toward renewables
as well.

This year’s Rising Tide
protest came in the wake of
the publishing of the NOAA
(National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Agency) Arctic
Report Card that outlined
data collected over the last
47 years that confirmed our
deepest concerns about the
rapid depletion of glacial and
sea ice and rising ocean levels.

The international
movement away from fossil
fuels is happening at pace.
The demand for coal is in
decline.

Hopefully this protestival
will soon become just a
festival — a celebration of
common sense and common
purpose.

See you there next year.

Aches & Pains 4
Nano Cream |

Fast, quick absorbing relief
+ arthritis

*back & knee pain
+bruises & sprains

* bursitis & joint pain
Non-greasy, 95% bicavail-
able & more effective than
our best-selling Hemp,
Comfrey & Arnica balm.

WWW.BLAC

SHEEP-OQILS.COM ‘

—

NIMBIN &
SURROUNDS

RING BEN'S PAIN%ING‘

0409 352 102 24

2y

DR ANTOINETTE ENS

. PHONE
COUNSELLING

$36.00/#ALT ﬁauﬁ

-Jmeﬂ-w urls.
“craft & gifts
'100% Hemp garments
ethically sourced

fair & sustainable

S, KCDCRLAMS MILK
5. HABROPURE WATER
vial AN EATTLE FOOD, LUCTRNE, BUT FOO0

= CAR BATTERES
o LAWN MOWER BLADES, LANDSCAMNG AND GARDENMG MEEDS

CONTACT : 0427873441
NIMBINSERVICESTATION (GMAIL COM

HANDY WOMEN

NO JOB TOO SMALL

+ ODD JOBS * MAINTENANCE
« ELECTRICAL * SOLAR
* REPAIRS * TEST AND TAG

* EMF RADIATION TESTING
CALL BETTY ON 0490-025-054

www.nimbingoodtimes.com
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TRIBAL MAGIC

Alternative Department Store
Safe and happy new year to all

OPEN Mon-Fri 8am-4pm
Saturday 8am-12 midday.
35 Sibley Street Nimbin NSW 2480

sales@nimbinbuildingmaterials.com.au

Hardware & Tools
Rural Plumbing
Paint and Wood Oils
Gravel

Cement

Concreting Supplies
Gardening & Plants
Landscaping supplies
Fencing & Gates
LVL's/Smart Beams LPG and CO2 Gas
Insulation Supplier

Deliveries All Areas

Hardwood

Decking & Flooring
Structural Pine
Structural Steel
Roofing & Guttering
Doors & Windows
Cement Sheeting
Timber Mouldings
Plywood

www.nimbinbuildingmaterials.com

nimBINCHICKENS - our first year!

by Steph Seckold, Co-ordinator

ur dedicated team Carl, Kat
and Catherine have been busy
learning how to use our plastic

recycling machines and developing sale.

product prototypes.

Local schools and community
members have been collecting suitable
plastic that isn't otherwise recycled,
and we now have colourful house
numbers and key/pet tags available.

Next, we'll be experimenting with
soft plastics (stretchy, not crunchy or
foil lined), so start saving your clean
packaging, Save our handy guide (at
left) for plastics we can recycle.

We'd especially like to thank the

Our most exciting development are
the Nimbin Rainbow benches which
you may have seen at the Nimbin
Showgrounds or Cones and Cream.

We'll soon have these available for

Nimbin Show committee for providing
our workspace and our helpers for
sorting and cleaning the raw materials.
If you'd like to find out more about
this community project, our open days

are the first Tuesday each month at the

down!

horse shed at the southern end of the
showgrounds.

There’s so much more we can do and
no shortage of plastic waste, so if you
feel inspired to get involved, come on

Yaibai mumbala: Flowing water

by Annie McGovern

The Nimbin Water
Collective was instigated

in 2024 by the Sustainable
Nimbin Community Plan —
Workshop 10: Water.

The sustainability of our
Nimbin water supply and
the sustainability of the
Nimbin environment in
relation to that supply was
recognised as a high priority
for the community to consider.
The aim of the collective
has been to bring together
opportunities for increased
learning and awareness of our
Water needs and the needs of
the environment and how a
viable future for both elements
might be achieved.

We know that the yearly
cycle, dominated by the wet
season, flows through times
of abundant water and times
where that is less the case. The
syphoning off of water for the
town supply at the weir ata
consistent rate, has been the
norm for many years now.

What is noted here is that
flows for environmental
purposes are determined by
what comes over the spillway
and is extra to water that has
already been taken off for
the town supply. This regime
therefore ensures supply to
the town, but water to the
environment is determined
by the levels at the weir and
what water is still able to rise
above the wall and flow down
Mulgum Creek.

This, at times lack of flow,
has been the crux of concerns
expressed over recent years,
especially with the increase in
developments and population.
The local response to this
situation has been a general
call for restriction to any new
developments that require
reticulated water from the
town supply.

So, the first point of
consideration for Nimbin
residents is, are we able to
manage our lives around a
sustainable provision of water
from the traditional source?
That is, are we able to look
honestly at our water needs
and limit ourselves to those
needs? How do we implement
measures to limit overuse or
waste of water?

With this in mind, the
collective focused on looking
at ways to conserve water
usage and to potentially find
ways to enhance water storage.
Assessment of the creek
flows and impacts is under
consideration. In order to

fully understand this cycle it
requires observation over time.

Looking at ways to improve
the ecological balance of
rivers, creeks and streams will
also enhance opportunities
for accessing clean water.
Proposed flood mitigation
measures require scrutiny,
there is much to act upon.

This thinking is based on
the preferred option of the
Sustainability Workshop 10 —
Water, which is that Nimbin
and its community should be
able to retain an independent
position in relation to
providing water for the town
and the 76 households along
the pipeline who also receive
water provisions from the
Mulgum Creek water supply.

That is, with good
management and careful use
of the water supply available,
together with increased
ability to retain water through
provision of rainwater tanks
etc, that Nimbin could be self-
sustaining in terms of water
needs.

This also means having
recognition within the
community that we have
reached maximum saturation in
terms of development and that
we focus on ways to maintain
a dynamic social framework
within the existing realities of
what is viable for the future of
our natural environment.

As we have one of the highest
yearly rainfalls in Australia,
this might be possible if as a
community we are committed
to sustainability.

Since embarking on this
local initiative, it has become
apparent to the collective
that there is much more in
the ‘pipeline’ than was first
understood in terms of bigger
plans for Nimbin and the
Northern Rivers water supply.

There are two major
initiatives that are focused
on planning for the future,
one being implemented by
the State Government Water
Authority and the other by
Rous County Council (RCC).
Both were instigated during
2020 and are based on the
premise that an increase in
population would necessitate
increasing access to water.

Both their objectives appear
very similar, however it is
difficult to get a sense of
either their overall intentions,
timelines or how they
interconnect with each other.

The NSW Government is
investigating options aligned
with the Far North Coast
Regional Water Strategy.

The options being considered

include:

+ connecting the Tweed Shire
and Rous County Council
bulk water systems

+ regional desalination plants
— large-scale or modular

+ integrating independent
town water supplies into the
bulk network

+ using Toonumbar Dam
to support town supplies,
especially Casino

+ linking to the Southeast
Queensland Water Grid.
The Water Group within

the NSW Department of

Climate Change, Energy,

the Environment and Water

is currently preparing a

preliminary business case

assessing these and other
related options.

Project Status: “The NSW
Government is preparing the
preliminary business scenario
to test the case for investment
and narrow down the options
to a shortlist. The project will
explore and refine options
through detailed analysis and
stakeholder engagement to see
which, if any, options stack up.
If approved to progress to a
full business case, the Water
Group will then complete
detailed assessments of the
shortlisted options.” (Dept of
Climate Change, Energy, the
Environment and Water fact
sheet.)

When questioned recently
about the option of retaining
an independent water supply
such as we currently have in
Nimbin, the response from the
Department was that it would
remain an option.,

Rous County Council in
the meantime has a similar
list of options for future water
supply, with their primary
focus being to increase their
water access to enhance their
bulk water supply in order to
have sufficient water to cover
prospective developments.
This also opens up the
question of what developments
are necessary, environmentally
and culturally sound and
wanted by the community?

From details of the document
Future Water Project 2060
issued by RCC, it becomes clear
that some initial feedback was
received from the community
in 2020 and 2021 entirely
through electronic means,
which led RCC to embark
on a two-pronged initiative of
accessing underground water
and continuing to investigate
the Dunoon Dam.

'This was also to be

supported by further

Supply
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investigation into desalination
and water purification systems.
Interestingly, the latter is not
included as an option by the
Department.

Despite several references
within the Future Water
Project 2060 to Environmental
Assessment, it would appear
that this has been an internal
process with no obvious links
to independent, scientific or
public scrutiny. Does the new
water license that has been
gained by RCC to access the
Alstonville Plateau basalt
aquifer and the underlying
Clarence-Moreton Basin have
appropriate public scrutiny?

From the 2025 FWP2060
Project Update Final at: rous.
nsw.gov.ay it is learned that
an extraction regime has been
established, accessing water
through a Bore at 220 metres
into the Clarence-Moreton
sub-aquifer.

This Bore Testing' was
conducted from October 2024
until May 2025 with a finding
that there is no interconnection
between the sub-aquifer and
the surface aquifer. However,
it is also widely understood
that surface aquifers are readily
subject to recharge through
rainfall events, while deeper
aquifers are generally age-old
waters that are held in-situ with
far less recharge from rainfall.

Notably, the ‘Bore Test’
period was conducted
throughout a fairly
consistently wet period of last
summer and into autumn,

When delving into literature
about the Clarence-Moreton
Basin, there is a general theme
that not a great deal is known
about this aquifer. One point
that is consistently raised is
that the aquifers of this region
should remain in a saturated
state to prevent oxidation
of the acid sulphate soils,
potentially causing toxicity
within the local environment.

"The Nimbin Water Collective
aims to follow up in coming
months with input from
both the local and scientific
communities. Please contact:

steph.sibley@nnic.org.au

Reforming the Pan Community
Council for a stronger shared future

by Myles Beaufort

ver the past year
I've found myself
stepping in and

out of different projects,
helping my wife launch her
Dementia Doula practice,
exploring market-stall food
ideas, briefly taking a senior
role in aged care, and getting
our own off-grid property

to a functional, sustainable
rhythm.

Through all of that work,
one thing has become very
clear to me: our region’s
intentional communities are
going to play a critical role in
navigating the uncertainties
ahead.

We're living in a time when
the wider system is showing
real cracks. Housing is
becoming unattainable for
younger people, ageing in
place is increasingly difficult
for elders, and communities
everywhere are being pushed
to become more self-reliant.

‘The Northern Rivers, with
its rich history of communal
living, rebellion and ecological
care, is uniquely positioned
to meet this moment with
creativity and co-operation.

That’s why I'm proud to
share that I am working
with elders and community
advocates to reform the
Northern Rivers Pan
Community Council, under
the original Northern Rivers

Intentional Communities
(NRIC) banner.

This isn't nostalgia or an
attempt to recreate the past.
It’s a call to rebuild a regional
network that can face what’s
coming, together.

Honouring the Elders
and the lineage

This relaunch is only possible
because of the generosity,
encouragement and deep
experience of the people

who shaped the first era of
PanCom.

Jeni Kendell, renowned
filmmaker, rebel voice and
long-time community elder,
has been a major inspiration.
The talks hosted at the
Aquarius 50th Anniversary
and again this May electrified
the conversations around
intentional communities in
the Northern Rivers.

Jeni is sharing her contacts,
notes and reflections from
those gatherings to help guide
PanCom’s renewal.

Diana Roberts, a founding
member of the original
Pan Community Council,
has opened up access to
decades of documents and
communications from 1986—
97 — the era when PanCom
became a vital link between
communities across the
region.

Her role as keeper of the
flame ensures we aren't
starting from scratch, but

building on a foundation
grounded in lived wisdom.

I also want to acknowledge
Megan James of Tuntable
Falls Community, whose
article in these pages pointed
me toward Jeni and re-
sparked this journey; and
the NRIC group, who
have offered the original
infrastructure, website, bank
account and organisational
shell to support the revival.

Why PanCom matters now
The original Pan Community
Council emerged during a
period of political pressure,
environmental activism, and
community-building energy.
Today, many of the same
issues are returning, only
sharper.
We need a space where
intentional communities
can support one another on
practical fronts:
+ Ageing in place
+ Housing affordability
and pathways for younger
generations
+ Governance and decision-
making frameworks

+ Conflict resolution and
community wellbeing

+ Resource sharing and
mutual aid

+ Food security and labour
exchange

+ Collective advocacy at all
levels of government

This time, we are building

PanCom with two vital

pillars: an Elders Committee
and a Youth Committee,
ensuring the region’s

deep history and future
generations shape the
direction equally.

What happens next?
A founding working group
is now forming, and the
communities themselves will
decide what the first priorities
should be. I'm not prescribing
an agenda; I'm helping to
gather the people who will.
The intention is to begin
quietly, with focused working
groups and respectful
collaboration, while also
raising public awareness so
residents across the Northern
Rivers know this effort is
underway. We want to build
momentum, not secrecy.

An invitation

If you live in, grew up in, or
want to support intentional
communities in the Northern
Rivers, I'd love to hear from
you. This next chapter of
PanCom will be shaped by
those who show up.

Email me at: myles.
beaufort@gmail.com

Stay tuned, there’s more
coming soon.

Intentional communities
have always been at the heart
of our region’s resilience.

It’s time to reconnect them,
strengthen them, and

prepare for the road ahead.

Postcard from Benny Zable

sorting out and preserving items
collected for research and exhibiting in
Nimbin. I was invited for the first time
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by Benny Zable

Johnny Allan aka Kaptain Kultur of the
May 1973 Aquarius Festival as he was
known, sadly passed away on Monday
22nd December after a long illness.

I remember him to be a kind, generous
and welcoming person, a role model for
what flowered since in Nimbin.

Accompanied by Graeme Dunstan
and Paul Joseph, the three wise men,
followed by a team from the Australian

Union of Students (AUS), led

centre of town fuelling the opium of the
masses, alcohol. I suggested to Michael
Balderstone to have a team formed
towards turning the Nimbin Hotel
into something along the lines of the
Winsome Hotel in Lismore — a totally
clean safe space from consuming drugs
and alcohol consumption.

Once upon a time it was considered as
a Buddhist meditation space. I think it is
important and worthwhile for Nimbin to
discuss and initiate a drug-free space in

by the Aquarius archive team to dine at
the newly re-opened Bowlo club, which
is another welcome development in
Nimbin where alcohol is managed.

I visited the Tuntable Falls community
for the first time in decades. They are
also collecting stories of days gone by.
The youth there played a big role in
organising that event.

The recently opened Nimbin walking
track is being revegetated around a
body of water with indigenous plants
— another on-going legacy since

us to Nimbin, a then dying
township. It made history with
being the first place where a
Welcome to Country took place
since the British invasion.

He shared and empowered us
all to establish roots exploring
alternatives to the military
industrial complex. Thank you,

Johnny. See obituary p.8

Nimbin visit observations
While patching up the
IMAGINE circle during my

Aquarius to turning a once
poisoned denuded landscape into
a green oasis.

Before I left to go back to
Melbourne, it was good to
experience the Nimbin drumming
circle assembled around the
IMAGINE circle This takes place
every Friday night following the
Hari Krishna feast.

The drumming circle gives this
space in the centre of Nimbin a
fresh life for collective creative
interactions.

visit to Nimbin in November, I
realised some changes in the centre of
town. For one, during my week here, I
noticed no cops around.

The shelter next to the war memorial
was occupied mostly by alcoholics,
smokers and drug traffickers. There are
many broken traumatised people who
come through Nimbin looking for help.

Thank goodness for the local Wyabal/
Wigibal mob who care for country
by listening and connecting us to
Aboriginal lore.

Nimbin has a huge pub dominating the

the centre. It would be another example,
a win-win for all, both visitors and locals
who live in and around the village.

Since the Aquarius Festival landed
here through the Australian Union
of Students in 1973, many creative
initiatives have sprung up towards
healing body mind and spirit. It’s great
to see more great art expanding around
Nimbin. Much credit to Julie De
Lorenzo and team.

The Nimbin Aquarius Archive team
in the Community Centre is gathering,

The painted version of the
IMAGINE circle is an exact copy of
the IMAGINE mosaic in Central Park
NYC.

At the dedication ceremony, Lewis
Walker pointed out the significance of
the space where the Nimbin IMAGINE
circle stands in the centre of Nimbin.
Here is a link to that moment: www.

youtube.com/watch?v=bH4PkV N65g¢

“May the longtime sun shine upon you,
all love surround you, and the pure light
within you guide your way on.”

4+t Su ys
8300 - 2:30pm 2 Nivwbiin (omminity (entre
Handcrafted, recycled, fajr trade, locally-made,

music, food, funky fashion ang family fun!
nimbinmarkets@gmail.com nimbinvillage.au/markets

Next market

It

January
Qam —~ 3pm
Coronation Park,
The Channon
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Fresh Certified Organic
& Local Spray Free Produce

Organic Groceries, Treats
& Speciality Foods

Member & Volunteer Discounts
Great Value in Organics

A 4
FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DISTRIBUTE
THE GOODTIMES FROM YOUR BUSINESS

Email: nimbin.goodtimes@gmail.com

www.nimbingoodtimes.com
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end year on a high

he Minns Labor Government has exceeded its target

of selling 42 flood buyback houses before Christmas

after 60 people attended the last auction in Lismore,
with sale prices ranging from $7000 to $25,500.

Over 130 buyback properties have now been offered for sale
in the Northern Rivers since December last year, capturing
nationwide attention.

In October a Christmas target of offering 42 houses up for
sale was set and then exceeded by three houses at the 11th
auction for the year.

PRD Lismore auctioned off 10 homes at the Lismore
Workers Sports Club at Goonellabah, attracting 30
registered bidders, including four phone bidders.

All 10 properties sold for a total value of $140,300. They
were:

+ 20 Rhodes Street, South Lismore: $25,500.

+ 30 Newbridge Street, South Lismore: $16,100.
+ 95 Crown Street, South Lismore: $12,000.

+ 85 Elliott Street, South Lismore: $7000.

+ 1 Newbridge Street, South Lismore: $8500.

+ 51 Newbridge Street, South Lismore: $16,000.
+ 49 Newbridge Street, South Lismore: $11,000.
+ 34 Elliott Road, South Lismore: $6200.

+ 25 Crown Street, South Lismore: $22,500.

+ 12 Crown Street, South Lismore: $15,500.

Eleven buyback auctions have been held with the first
Casino sale, where two houses were sold for $500 and $8605
respectively.

It's been a year of firsts for the auction program with high
interest in the bargain sales, including one house for $1,
and the most expensive house going for $200,000. It wasn't
just the prices making it one of the most accessible housing
opportunities in Australia.

Minister for Recovery, Janelle Safhin said, “Seeing young
families and first-home buyers walk away with keys to a safer
future is incredibly uplifting,

“These homes are part of our shared history, and the fact
they can now be repurposed and relocated to flood-free land
gives our community real hope.

“This program has always been about people, not price, and
giving these houses a second life and delivering safer housing
opportunities for our community.”

All homes earmarked for relocation have been purchased
by the NSW Reconstruction Authority through the buyback
stream of the $880 million Resilient Homes Program, jointly
funded by the NSW and Australian governments.

All house owners will now have until the end of 2026 to
relocate their property to flood-free land. Every property is
unique, with homeowners expecting relocation costs upwards
of $100,000 depending on the property.

The auction program has paused over Christmas and will
resume in early 2026.

For more information on upcoming auctions, go to: Www.
walmurray.com.au/pages/real-estate/ra-auction-houses and:
www.prd.com.au/northernrivers/relocation-homes

Al NSW proceeds from the home sales (after costs) are
reinvested into the Resilient Homes Program to support more
flood-affected residents.

ENauRies 66891831

The House of Love

by Jimmy Willing

ack in the day before

The Joy Love Art

Studio, this was my
neighbour Joy Love's house,
but before Joy married Alf
Love she was known as Joy
Mary Grace Pheeney, and
this was the site of Pheeney’s
Farm, the go-to place to get
fresh milk.

Joy was born and bred in
Lismore and she taught my
family all she knew about
responding to the floods, and
it was a good thing that she
took us under her wing.

As if it were only yesterday,
I can hear her calling across
the fence to my wife warning
of the coming water. I'd be
painting away in the shed
and I would hear every word
of her berating me.

“Jimmy can’t sit around
painting today, there is work
to be done, he needs to put

down those brushes and get
cracking, the flood is coming
and this is no time for
painting!”

So, I would do as I was told
and get cracking because
although her name was Love,
no-one messed with that old
girl.

Joy and Alf’s great
passion was raising and
racing greyhounds. Those
magnificent dogs were
working class racehorses, and
they would race them most
Tuesday nights just across
the river from us.

Back then Tuesday night
was greyhound night and you
would see the bright lights
and hear the barking of the
dogs and the whirring of the
electronic hare hanging in
the night air as it whizzed
around the ring.

Joy and Alf loved those
dogs and not only did they

teach us how to deal with the

floods but they also taught
our little dog Circus to race
on the track at the yearly
Jack Russell Races.

This painting shows Joy on
the landing and Alf walking
one of the treasured hounds.
In the foreground is one of
the egrets that are always
found hanging out with the
cattle. The painting was
commissioned by the Love
family who continue to come
around to the studio for a

look and a yarn.

Now one year on, the Loves
have stated that the house
and grounds are in better
nick than when they left,
they also understand that
this is a squat and a rebel
outpost and yet they are
very happy to gift me the
building,

However, the Loves don't
call it The Joy Love Art
Studio, they simply refer to
it as “Jimmy’s House”,

Congratulations Jerome

by Michelle Agioritis, Secretary

Nimbin A& I Society wish to

congratulate Jerome Reid coming

third place in the Far North Coast
Region 1, Fruit Cake Finals held at
Lismore Showground on Saturday 29th

November.

The 1st place winner can then submit
a cake in the Sydney Royal Easter
Show competition representing our
region. Jerome competed against seven

other cake bakers.

Also on the day, the “‘Woollen Article
— Garment and Quilted Patchwork’

Competition was judged. The

competition rules will be uploaded to

our website.

So come on Nimbin, start your
entries for the 2026 Nimbin Annual

Country Show, 19th and 20th
September.

Annual General Meeting

Our Annual General Meeting will be
held on Tuesday 13th January, 6pm at

the Showground.

Membership fees of $5/year will

be collected at the meeting, so if you

would like to join the society, or have

an interest in the operation of the
showgrounds, please join us at the

Secretary’s Office.

Venue hire

In past years, various groups hosting
local events have made use of the
showgrounds for their own AGMs,
meetings, events and gatherings.
The A&I Society has a process for
casual hire of the grounds, whether

open space or buildings, and kindly

requests that all groups wanting to
use any part of the grounds follow this

process.

‘WRENBROOK

NATURIST RETREAT
RORTHERN RIVERS, NSW-

A wonderful experience of
Sreedorm and relaxation

Ph: 02 6666 1403

wiwsowrenbrookretreat. com

The form for ‘casual hire’ of the
showgrounds is available on the website:
www.nimbinshowsociety.org.au and
should be submitted to: secretary@
nimbinshowsociety.org.au with a
minimum of two weeks’ notice.

Please note that not all buildings are

e

Manual manipulation of Reflex Points
on Feet/Hands. Massage and
Mobilisation of Feet/Hands

Laura - 0429 004 408
Gift cards available

.l

Jerome Reid displaying his ribbon and cake with Nimbin A&l Society

President, Denise Whitney.

available for hire, and hire charges are

likely to apply to enable the Society

to cover costs of wear and tear and

maintenance and will be made known
to the applicant following review of the
application,

Consideration will be given to not-for-
profit groups and the intended use of
the grounds when advising hire charges.

We look forward to an eventful 2026.

Mobile service Nimbin & surrounds @ -
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Chamber Chat

by David Hyett, President

he Nimbin Chamber
of Commerce enters
the new year with

a solid foundation built
on collaboration, local
investment and ongoing
community support.

The past year saw the
completion of several long-
running projects and the
continued strengthening
of Chamber governance,
membership and
partnerships.

The Chamber welcomed
two new committee
members: Linda Bell,

a renowned music
photographer, and Stuart
Bright, owner of one of
Nimbin’s established
heritage homestay venues,

Arunga.

Mural develoments
Several community
projects celebrating

local artistic works were
completed during this
period. The Newsagency
now features a mural
depicting local wildlife

by Miranda Williamson,
while the Bakery wall
facing Armonica Café
displays a reproduction

of Burrie Jerome’s The
Warrior, accompanied by a
plaque acknowledging the
artist’s contribution to the
community.

These works now stand
as visible outcomes in the
village and mark a milestone
in local artistic investment.

Importantly, the funding
that kept these mural
projects alive came directly
from the community. In
the case of the Newsagency
mural, this included a
generous contribution
from building owner
Royce Jenkins, along with
donations placed in counter
tins across local businesses

and supported by locals and

NIMBIN

CHAMBER of COMMERCE

Join Mimbin's business community at nimbinaustralia.com.au

visitors alike.

These funds were
complemented by CBD
levies collected by council
and managed by the
Chamber, ensuring that the
original artistic vision was
honoured and completed.
This model of shared
contribution continues to
demonstrate the value of
collective effort in delivering
lasting community
outcomes.

Women in business
The Chamber also
recognised that the Women
in Business initiative has
smoothly entered its next
stage under new leadership.

This transition reflects the
maturity of Chamber-driven
programs and the strength
of networks that continue
to support connection,
mentoring, and enterprise
within the region.

Chamber membership
continues to grow, with new
organisations joining and
existing members renewing
their involvement.

Choose Local.
Experience Nimbin.
January brings heightened
visitor activity, and the
Chamber remains focused
on ensuring that visitor
engagement translates into
meaningful benefit for the
local economy.

Nimbin is more than a
place you pass through.

When visitors stay local, eat

local, enjoy live music, and
support local artists and
makers, they help sustain
the creativity and character
that make this village
unique. Ask locally, wander
openly, and carry a piece of
Nimbin with you.

Encouraging visitors to
engage with locally owned
accommodation, hospitality,
arts, entertainment, and
regional produce helps keep
value circulating within the
community.

This approach strengthens
collaboration between
businesses, supports local
employment and skills,
and reinforces Nimbin's
identity as a place shaped by
people rather than uniform
experiences.

As the year unfolds,
the Chamber remains
committed to supporting
locally-owned businesses,
maintaining transparent
stewardship of funds and
fostering a resilient, creative,
and connected village
economy.

January is a time to
reset, refocus and continue
working together to ensure
Nimbin remains distinctive,
welcoming and strong.

We extend our sincere
gratitude to both our local
community members and
visitors for their on-going
support. Your contributions
help preserve the unique
character of the village we
cherish, now and into the
future.

Aquarius Archives soirée

by Greg Bork

imbin’s super-fab Aquarius faithful
Nbraved a torrential downpour to

flock to the inaugural Aquarius
Archives soiree, in the newly glamorous
hallway venue at the Nimbin Community
Centre,

Those gathered hobnobbed over the tasty
spread of finger food while raising a glass to a
jolly good year.

In lieu of a speech, Nimbin Aquarius
Foundation Inc President Bob Dooley
plucked up a rousing rendition of Eric Idle’s
‘Fxck Christmas’ on his trusty guitar.

Meanwhile, other punters were heard
lamenting the brutal and predatory,
Christian-capitalist-heteropatriarchal
exploitation of prior so-called pagan
celebrations and traditions, They were
applauded with a cataclysmic thunderclap.

A massive thanks to our sponsors and
to everyone who helped prepare the feast.
Resident OG artist and collections guru
Franca Wolfe dressed up our sandwich board
signage, while new volunteer Uncle Teacosy
fired up the donated telly.

We watched the 1991 episode of Couchman,
a Q&A-style forum filmed at Nimbin Town
Hall, and marvelled at how frighteningly
young and fresh faced everyone looked.

Fellow new volunteers Judy and Diana have
also joined us in recent months, providing a
surge of expertise and energy to carry us into
2026.

Before celebrations kicked off, I held court
at the final Aquarius Archives fortnightly
meeting of the year, and later recorded
the festivities, photographing famous and
infamous guests alike (recognisable to those
in the know) for the Nimbin Good Times
social pages.

Amid much shop talk, many promises of
volunteer assistance for the year to come were
overheard, key to the hugely important work
of the Aquarius Archives. Material has been
pouring into the archives at such a rate that
our ambition for next year is to make it all
accessible.

After an epic effort getting the project
up and running, we are seeking a more
permanent admin person. This will allow

Tess (aka Peace Out) to pivot her renowned
creative talents towards bringing the archives
to life through workshops and special events.

A big thanks to the Rainbow Power
Company for being our crucial partner in
storing the archives, a key objective for our
launch. Thanks to the Nimbin Community
Centre for providing our headquarters.
Thanks to Northern Rivers Community
Foundation for the grant that made all of
this possible.

Thanks to Erika Taylor at Tweed Regional
Museum for her invaluable mentoring
and direction, and thanks to the Nimbin
Community, to every individual and
organisation that donated money and time,
for making our debut year a resounding
success.

Of course, none of this would have been
possible without being part of Nimbin
Aquarius Foundation Inc (NAFI). This
year, NAFI reached a major milestone by
obtaining Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR)
status. This status opens up significant new
possibilities (and responsibilities) for our
charitable purpose to advance Nimbin’s
culture.

At our recent, well-attended AGM, there
was a palpable sense of reinvigorated energy.
Looking forward, from the next generation’s
perspective, what do the stories and culture
of Nimbin have to offer? Let’s keep the

Aquarius spirit alive,
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