by Myles Beaufort

A public town hall meeting

held at Nimbin Town Hall on
Sunday 23rd February drew

strong community support for the
relaunch of the Pan Community
Council (PanCom), a regional
network connecting intentional and
land-sharing communities across
the Northern Rivers.

The meeting was called to explore
whether there was sufficient interest
to revive PanCom as a space for co-
operation and knowledge sharing
between communities.

More than 35 people attended the
gathering, with a further 35+ people
sending apologies while asking to
remain informed and involved.

Following group discussions and
a collective reflection on current
challenges facing communities,
attendees unanimously voted to
restart PanCom.

Almost everyone present also
committed to contributing at least
one hour per month of volunteer
time to help rebuild the network in
its early stages.

PanCom historically provided a
forum where communities could
share experience, learn from one
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another, and collaborate on shared
concerns while maintaining their
independence.

Rather than focusing on the past,
Sunday’s meeting explored how co-
operation between communities
might help address present-day
realities.

Participants identified a number
of common issues, including
housing affordability, pathways
for younger people to live within
communities, governance
challenges, and supporting older
residents to age in place.

A recurring theme throughout the
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discussions was the sense that many
communities have increasingly
operated in isolation from one
another, despite facing similar
challenges.

Importantly, the meeting was not
limited to identifying problems.
Several attendees shared practical
solutions already being developed
within communities, including low-
cost, environmentally sustainable
housing models such as off-grid
tiny homes and co-operative living
structures designed to improve
affordability and resilience.

There was strong interest

in creating opportunities for
communities to share these kinds of
lived solutions more widely.

PanCom is intended to function
as a co-ordination and learning
network rather than a governing
body or advocacy organisation.

Its purpose is to create spaces

for conversation, share practical
knowledge, and strengthen
relationships between communities
across the region.

Those involved emphasised that
the relaunch is being driven by
collective participation rather than
any single group or individual.

LTS

81 Cullen Street
\Nimbin'2480 %,
honé 6689-1143%44

The strong turnout and level of
volunteer commitment suggested
a shared desire to reconnect
and rebuild co-operation across
communities.

The next step will be a social
gathering scheduled for Sunday
29th March after the Nimbin
Markets (venue TBC), designed
to allow participants to connect
informally and build relationships
before any formal structures are
developed.

Work has also begun on
establishing a simple website and
on-line forum to support ongoing
communication and knowledge
sharing,

The renewed interest in PanCom
reflects a broader recognition that
many of the challenges communities
face, from housing pressures to
ageing populations, are shared
across the region.

Participants expressed optimism
that reconnecting communities could
help strengthen resilience through co-
operation and shared learning,

Anyone interested in staying
informed about PanCom’s
development or future gatherings
is encouraged to get in touch via:
PanComCouncil@protonmail.com

Homegrown filmmaker takes second place at Tropfest

by Andy Gough

Local filmmaker Jasper Sharpe has
taken second place in this year’s Tropfest
filmmaking competition for his short
film, We Don’t Take Breaks.
“This film really impressed us,
such confident, stylish filmmaking,
we absolutely adored it,” renowned
Australian actress Margot Robbie said,
presenting the fledgling director with the
award in front of about 35,000 people at
Sydney’s Centennial Park.

“Filmmaking is a collaborative process,”
Jasper said as he accepted the award and

thanked his cast, crew, producer, and of
course Tropfest for coming back after
a hiatus of seven years and providing
emerging filmmakers a global stage
to showcase their work in the ‘world’s
largest short film festival’,
Jasper’s short film was one of only
16 selected as finalists from over 700
entries. Sydney mum Lianne Mackessy
won first place and a $50,000 prize for
her film Crescendo. Jasper won $30,000.
While he now lives in Melbourne,
Jasper was raised and educated in the
Northern Rivers, attending Tuntable
Creek Primary School and Richmond

River High School and being actively
involved with Nimbin Headers.

"I used to watch Tropfest as a kid and it
was super inspiring,” Jasper said.

He said the inspiration for the film
came from his personal experiences in
the hospitality industry.

"It was kinda hectic, we had all these
people jumping on, mostly volunteering
their time over two scheduled night
shoots. I was editing it on my laptop in
all kinds of places.

"I want to send a huge thank you to
everyone who was involved, and we look
forward to the next one," Jasper said.

Stop wasting your solar

We help Nimbin homeowners optimise appliance timing, upgrade
solar systems and add battery storage where it makes sense.
Practical advice. Local support. Call 02 6689 1430
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