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Nimbin Cup: the Gaelic football challenge
by James Alexander 

In what is touted to be a world 
first contest between an 
Australian Rules football club 

and a soccer club, the inaugural 
Nimbin Cup: Gaelic Football 
Challenge was played in good spirits 
between the Nimbin Demons and 
the Nimbin Headers Sports Club 
on the evening of Saturday 7th 
February in front of a large home 
crowd.

The ‘Big Jig’ began with a 
Welcome to Country and included 
the sound of bagpipes, iconic for 
the Gaelic people of Ireland and 
Scotland where this ancient version 
of football originated.

Despite the one-sided score at the 
end, the game itself was a tale of two 
halves. In the first half, the Headers 
got away to an early start, finding 
the net in rapid succession in fine 
soccer fashion. 

In Gaelic football, a goal is worth 
three points, whereas kicking the 
ball over the cross-bar and through 
the big sticks, as in Australian Rules 

football, is worth only one point. 
As a team of Australian Rules 

footballers, the Demons managed to 
kick many Aussie Rules style goals, 
but struggled to land the ball in the 
net for the more valuable goals. 

In the first half, the Headers 
utilised all of their soccer skills, 
speed and fitness to demonstrate 
why they are so successful at 
bringing home the silverware. 

But the Demons were not done 
yet. The half-time break allowed 
them to regroup and recalibrate 
what was required of them to be 
competitive in the second half. 

With heavy restrictions on 
tackling for the game, the Aussie 
Rules footballers had lost a major 
aspect of their game for this contest. 

Regardless, the Demons managed 
to stem the onslaught of Headers 

goals and to find the net themselves 
in the second half. 

It took half of the game, but the 
Aussie Rules boys managed to find 
their rhythm and get a handle on 
how to attack with the round ball, 
but the damage on the scoreboard 
had already been done. 

The Headers ran out winners, 
scoring 37 Points to the Demons 
11 points. 

In the end, the Headers only 
had six more scoring shots than 
the Demons, but their capacity to 
put them in the net was a major 
difference. 

The Demons learnt that in order 
to win in this version of football, 
soccer-type goals are needed, and 
the Headers gave them a lesson in 
how. 

Former Best & Fairest winner for 
both the Demons and the Headers, 
Ruben Garcia presented the Man 
of the Match award, named in 
his honour, to Sam Russell of the 
Headers. 

The large crowd was treated to 
an enjoyable, fast moving and high 
scoring contest. 

Celtic musicians provided 
energetic music at half-time, and got 
the Nimbin Hotel jumping after the 
contest. 

The players enjoyed trying on 
a game which none of them were 
familiar with, and all are looking 
forward to this becoming an annual 
event in the Nimbin sporting 
calendar.

by Lucy Wise

Sport has always been about more 
than just the game. It’s about 
connection, confidence and 

creating spaces where everyone feels 
they belong. 

At the Nimbin Headers, we’re 
proud of the strong community that 
surrounds us – and especially grateful 
for the support of organisations like 
our local CWA, who generously 
contribute funds each year to help 
women and girls cover their registration 
fees.

That support makes a real difference. 
It means more girls can step onto the 

field, more women can stay involved, 
and more families can say yes to sport 
when finances might otherwise say no. 

It’s a powerful reminder that when a 
community invests in its women and 
girls, everyone benefits.

Like many sporting clubs, ours has 
traditionally had a strong male presence 
– particularly in leadership, visibility 
and culture. 

While that history is part of who 
we are, the future of our club is 
about balance. It’s about creating 
space for women and girls not just to 
participate, but to feel valued, heard 
and encouraged to lead.

We’re seeing more girls joining, more 

mums volunteering, more women 
stepping into coaching, admin and 
support roles – and that’s something to 
celebrate. 

With continued community backing 
and a shared commitment to inclusion, 
we can keep building a club where 
everyone feels they belong.

To the CWA and all those who 
quietly support women and girls in 
sport: thank you. Your contribution 
isn’t just financial – it’s cultural. 

You’re helping shape a club that 
reflects the whole community, not just 
part of it.

And that’s something worth standing 
behind.

by James Alexander

The Nimbin Demons AFL 
club stormed back into 
the resurrected Northern 
Rivers Australian Football 
competition in 2025 after a 
15-year hiatus, chalking up 
their first win in around 17 
years. 

Nearly 40 players pulled on 
the Demon’s red and blue in 
the five games of the season, 
many of them living in the 
hills surrounding Nimbin, 
while others from elsewhere 
joined to assist the reboot. 

As the local AFL 
competition fell victim to the 
region-wide flood damage 
in 2022, a short season was 
viewed as the best way to 
re-create it. This has been 
expanded to an eight- game 
season for 2026, kicking off in 
May, now with eight teams in 
the competition. 

Every week of the season 
will see each team play at 
the one ground, making 
game days a region-wide 
community football carnival. 

The Nimbin Demons are 
hoping to have access to their 
traditional home, ‘Demon 
Park’ in order to host one of 
these football events locally. 

With 18 positions on 
the field and four on the 
interchange bench, an Aussie 
Rules team needs to start 
the season with around 
30 players. If you’ve ever 
wanted to challenge yourself 
with a physical game, have 
enjoyed watching AFL on 

TV and want to be part of a 
community-based club, come 
and join in – no experience 
necessary, we’ll teach you how. 

Former Demons full-forward 
Tony Grumley is coaching, 
assisted by Jimmy Geurtson 
and Will Alexander. Training 
will commence in March, 
replicating what worked last 
year with training being held 
both in Lismore with the 
Swans and in Nimbin. 

An initial get-together to 

kick the ball around and free 
BBQ will be held in Peace 
Park near the Nimbin pool/
skatepark on Sunday 15th 
March at noon. Potential 
players, supporters, volunteers 
and enthusiasts of Australia’s 
magnificent home-grown 
game are all welcome. 

Contact Tony (0476-037-
492) or James (0410-836-690) 
for details. Take the plunge 
and become a Nimbin Demon 
in 2026.

Nimbin Demons prepare 
for 2026 season

Supporting women and girls in our club – a community effort

Registrations 
On-line registrations for new 
and returning senior players 
can be made at: playfootball.
com.au 

The first round of 
registrations closed on 1st 
March, but registrations will 
still be accepted after this date 
if teams have spaces available. 

Registration is not 
complete until full payment 
of approximately $360 is 
received. Financial support 
options may be available, 
please contact the club.

Training 
Most senior teams train 
twice per week and regular 
attendance is encouraged. 

In 2025, training was held 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
starting between 5.30-6pm 
and finishing around 7.30pm, 
depending on the team. 

Boots and shin guards are 
required at training. 

Games 
The senior football season 
begins on the last weekend 
in March and runs through 

to August, with finals held in 
September. 

Games are played during 
school holidays, but generally 
there is no game over the 
June long weekend. 

Typical match days for 
men’s teams are Friday nights 
or Saturday afternoons, and 
for women’s teams, Sunday 
afternoons and occasional 
Friday nights. Wet weather 
catch-up games may be 
scheduled on weeknights.  

Game-day expectations may 
include arriving one hour 
before kick-off for coach talks 
and warm-up. 

Most teams communicate 
via Messenger chat groups, 
where players can stay 
updated on training and 
match availability. 

Travel 
Approximately half of all 
games are played at home 
(Nimbin) and half away. 

Away games may include 
travel to Uki, Kyogle, 
Casino, Lismore, and coastal 
locations such as Ballina, 
Byron Bay and Lennox Head. 
Car pooling is commonly 
organised within teams. 

Uniforms 
Team shirts are provided by 
the club. Players are required 
to supply their own black 
shorts, socks (available for 
purchase from the club), 
boots and shin guards. 

Team selection 
Players are allocated to 
teams by the relevant coach 
and the team selection sub-
committee. Selection is based 
on commitment, skill level, 
and other relevant factors. 

Nimbin Headers is a 
welcoming and inclusive 
club, supporting players of 
all abilities, ages and fitness 
levels. 

Volunteering 
All players are encouraged 
to help where possible, 
particularly during home 
games and on work days which 
are held a few times per year. 

All players are encouraged 
to register as a volunteer on-
line via: playfootball.com.au 

Information for senior players

All we are saying is
give peace a chance
– John Lennon & Yoko Ono

https://playfootball.com.au
https://www.atrealty.com.au/uriross/
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https://www.hills2coast.com.au

